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Today, 
Punpun was 
terribly 
depressed 
about going 
to school... 



was 

transferring 


...because 
Miyo, 
the class 
sweetheart, 





































































WHAT STUFF 
VO YOU WANT 
TO VO WHEN 
YOU CROW UP? 
YOU ALL HAVE 
SOMETHING 
YOU WANT TO 
DO, RIOHT? 


DREAM BIO, 
EVERYONE/ 


BECAUSE 
DREAMS 
ARE FREE' 


BUT DON'T 
FOROET TO 
BE REALISTIC 
ABOUT YOUR 
ABILITIES AND 
FINANCIAL 
NEEDS. 


OTHERWISE 
YOU'RE IN FOR 
SOME SERIOUS 
DISAPPOINT¬ 
MENTS IN 

















WAS 

JUST 

KIPPING' 


IS THIS 
THE W AY 
YOU GO 
HOME? 


WANT 
TO WALK 
TOGETHER? 


ffiZ-QWOfl 








FINISHED 
MINE LIKE 
THAT'. 


BECAUSE I'M 
OOINO TO BE 
AN ACTRESS, 
A SINC’ER OR 
A MODEL/ 


...IN A FEW 
/EARS WE'LL 
RUN OUT 
OF OIL, THE 
ENVIRONMENT 
WILL BE 

DESTRO/ED AND 
EARTH WILL BE 
UNINHABITABLE? 


UNLESS WE 
ALL MOVE 
TO ANOTHER 
PLANET, IT'LL 
BE OVER FOR 
HUMANITZ 


did you 
KNOW 
THAT?/ 

























But he 
fought 
back the 
tears. 


And as he 
pondered the 
kind of adult 
he would grow 
up to be, Punpun 
forgot the way 
home and almost 
started to cry. 
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He had never 
actually played 
baseball 
before, but it 
made Punpun 
feel good to see 
his father 
enjoying the 
live broadcasts. 




Punpun's 
dream 
was to 
play pro 
baseball. 


But 

sometimes 
Punpun 
found himself 
questioning 
whether that 
r really meant he 
wanted to play 
’ baseball. 


HOW 
CAN we 
Be OUT, 

you 

MOT?' 


...MAKES 

me mm to 

HIT A HOME 
RUN IN BED 
TONIOHT/ 







THAT BEER 
WAS PAW 
FOR WITH 
MONEY I 
EARNER! 


YOU'VE 
BEEN UN- 
EMPLOYER 
FORA 
YEAR! 


YOU'VE 
ALREARY 
WAR your 


QUOTA 
FOR THE 
NISHTZ 


...TRANSFER 
ANR LEAVE 
YOU GUYS! 


YOU'RE 
MY WIFE/ 
YOU SHOULD 
BE MORE 
SYMPATHETIC/ 


I PIPN'T 
THINK 

THEY'P FIRE 
ME FOR 
SAY\N& NO! 


KNOW WE 
HAVE BEER 
IN THE 
FRIPOE/ 


Punpun 
was 
used to 
days like 
these. 























































f THIS IS 
/AROUND 
THE TIME... 
yES/ LOOK, 
SEE THAT 
TRIANOLE IN 
THE EASTERN 

s«y? J 


THE 

STAR AT 
THE VER/ 
TOP IS VEOA, 
IN THE UyRA 
CONSTELLA¬ 
TION. 


1 1 

HI 1 If/J lx JH 

ummmiSm 

;Sj?35 






























































Yuichi was 
there to 


Uncle Yuichi 
was his 
mother's 
younger 
brother 
and lived in 
Ofuna with 
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PUNPUN' 


WE'RE POINO 
LANGUAGE 
ARTS FOR 
THE FIRST 
HOUR/ 


WHAT'S 

THE 

MATTER? 


Being called 
on with no 
warning made 
Punpun a 
little nervous. 


EVERYONE 
REAP THEIR 
ESSAY'S TO 
THE CLASS 
yESTERPAV 
MORNINO. 


SO NOW 
LET'S HEAR 
YOURS. 












WORK! 


AHHH'i 


YOU 

SHOULD 

KNOOOW 


MATTER 

WHAT!! 








EUT IT'S 
UNFAIR TO 
MAKE AN 
EXCEPTION. 
RIOHT? 























■F\W, Gicade 
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Punpun's dream 
was to become 
a space expert 
and help people 
emigrate to 
another planet. 












...Aiko was 
watching! 


so embar¬ 
rassed, he 
felt like he 
was going 


SPEAK UP 
SO WE CAN 
All HEAR/ 
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Punpun 
was 
deep in 
thought. 


He 

wondered 
if helping 
mankind 
emigrate 
to another 
planet was 
an impossible 
dream for him. 


was so 
confused. 


...he wasn't 
even sure if 
he wanted 
to become a 
space expert 
anymore. 
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These were 
the thoughts 
that crossed 
Punpun's 
mind. 


...and Aiko's 

so hand felt 

small. soft and 

warm... 


...to let ...that And 

go of her he didn't he also 
hand. want... thought... 






















mmm 


"But no 
matter 
what 
happens.. 
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I had a 

when I was yovn^. j. 


And even now that- 
I am ^-own I stMl 

have that detain— L- 
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INIO ASANO 
















Today 
was a 
happy 
day, a 
day to 
celebrate. 


PARTLY 
BECAUSE MY 
PARENTS ARE 
GETTING- TIRED 
OF THEIR 
UNEMPLOYED 
SON LIVING 
AT HOME, 

. BUT- 


ANYWAY 


HMM? 


...JUST PUT 
THE SMALL 
BOXES IN 
YOUR DAD'S 
OFFICE. 


Chapter 4 * 


CAN YOU 
HELP ME 
UNPACK? 


YOUR 

MOM AND I 
TALKED IT 
OVER, AND I'LL 
BE LIVING 
HERE FOR 
A WHILE. 


GOOD 

MORNING 

PUNPUN. 





























FACT, SHE 
ALMOST HAS 
TOO MUCH 
ENERG/... 


r SHE'S 
ALWAYS 
COMPLAINING 
THAT THE 
HOSPITAL MEALS 
ARE TOO SMALL 
OR THAT IT'S 
BORING HERE 
l AT NIGHT. 1 


you 

MUST 
BE MRS. 
PUN- 
YAMA'S 


7 

YOUR 


£ 

/gfti 

MOM WILL 
BE ABLE TO 
00 HOME 

W 

1 





— 















love his 
mother 


BEING- HER 
USUAL 
DIFFICULT 


Punpun... 




























CAN I TAKE 
MONEY 
FROM MY 
PAUOHTER 
ANV SON-IN- 


USE THAT 
MONEY FOR 
THE BABY 
ON THE 


OH YEAH, 
I HAVE 


















I OUESS 
HE'S BEEN 
LONELY 
SINCE MOM 
PIEP. 


/ HE'S \ 
BECOME f 
NICE IN HIS L 
OLP AOE. r 


HE USEP 
TO BE SO 
HARPHEAPEP. 
I WAS 
AFRAIP 
OF HIM. 


THANK 

YOU! 





















if you 

1 REMEMBER 
THIS ONE FOOP, 
You'Ll. HAVE 
A LONG ANP 
HEALTHY LIFE! 












"Do you know 
when Dad is 
coming home?" 
Punpun asked 
his uncle. 


I IF YOUR. 
HUSBAND 
UVBS TO Be 
A HUNPReP 
BecAuseop 
THIS, DON'T 
HOLD MS 
ReSPONSIBLei 


WHAT'S 

THAT? 


X / I 

y 

N HAVE TO 

vnu raw RUN AK 

YOU CAN PRR Afjjp 

WALK HOME tKK ^ NLA 

ALONE, 

CAN'T you, k 

PUNPUN? / 

c 




















"Dear God, 
dear God, 
tinkle hoy" 
was a chant 
Uncle Yuichi 
had taught 
Punpun three 
years ago. 





















































Ill U H 


Cmfnudo) I 


A-ANP My 
MOM'S 
OONNA 
com 
worn 

SOON... 


A-ANP 

actually 


...I HAVE 
AN UPSET 
STOMACH 






















stupid. 

WHAT A 
WASTED 
SATURDAY. 


WHAT'LU 
WE VO? 
HOW ABOUT 


SHIMIZU'S 
NOT WORTH 
IT ANYMORE. 
WE'RE 
WRITINO 
HIM OFF! 























































WISH I 
COUIV &0 
SOMEWHERE 
TOO. 


LET'S 

JUST 

LEAVE 

THEM 

ALONE. 


• THAT 
RERUN OF 
THE SHOW 
WITH 

SHIMUTAKU'S 
OONNA START 


























SEAWEEP 
PIPPEP IN 
CHEESE 
FONPUE... 


POESN'T 
REALUy FILL 
you UP, 
POES IT? 


BELIEVE 

IN 

FINPINO 














































"Is it 

possible for 
your brain 
to melt and 
squirt out 
of a weird 
place?" 


Punpun 
mustered 
up all his 
courage and 
asked... 


OF THAT 
HAPPENING 
BUT I 
ASSUME 
SO. 


I SEE... 
SO 

THAT'S 

WHAT'S 

&0\N& 

ON. 

HMM... 


WORRy, 

PUNPUN, 

YOU 

WON'T 

PIE. 


THERE ARE 
THINGS IN 
THE WORLP 
you KNOW 
NOTHING 
ABOUT. 


I'VE OOT 
SOME BOOKS 
you CAN 
BORROW 
SO you CAN 
REAP UP 
ON THEM. 
































SOME¬ 
THING'S 
MOVING UP 
THERE? 


HMM... I 
PON'T SEE 
ANyTHING. 


GRANTED, 
yOU'RE 
STILL- A 
CHILP. EUT 


discovered 
a new 









IP IT 
REALLY 
IS A NEW 
PLANET... 


YOU 

SURE ARE 
&REEVY, 


THIS 

COULD BE 
A OREAT 
DISCOVER// 


...IT'LL BE 
CALLED 
PLANET 
PUNPUN/ 


Do you 
think I'll 
win the 
Nobel 
Prize?!" 



































But Punpun 
had a hard 
time finding 
a chance 
to speak to 
Aiko. 




































HEY, 

HARUMI! 


THAT MEAN 
THEy'LL 
START HANO- 
INO OUT 
TOGETHER 
NOW? 


WAS 
SONODA 
TELLINO 
HARUMI THAT 
v SHE LIKES 
A HIM? 


ABLV 


ISN'T THAT 
OBVIOUS? 
THEy'VE 
LIKED EACH 
OTHER 
FOREVER. 


if you 

MAKE ME 
MAR, I'LL 
BREAK 
yOUR NECK/ 


Chapter 7 * 








































If that 
was the 
case, 
how did 
Aiko feel 
about 
him? 


That 

question 

consumed 

Punpun. 


REALL/, 
KIPS THESE 
PAVS ARE 
SUCH 
WHINERS. 


I'M 
GO INC 
CUT TO 
TAKE CARE 
OF SOME 
THINOS. 


I'VE PIS- 
INFECTEP 
THE AREA. 


SO REST 
FOR A BIT, 
THEN GO 
BACK TO 
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PUNPUN, 

DID you KNOW 
THAT SONODA 
TOLD HARUMI 
SHE LIKED 
HIM? 


!.--{! r -,-T 


LOOK, k 
I SIR, A \ 
i RAINBOW.'/ 1 


THEy'RE 
OOINOTO 
ToyosniMA 
AMUSEMENT 
PARK OVER 
SUMMER 
BREAK, JUST 
THE TWO OF 
. THEM. 


SO 

LUCKy 


...BUT I 
WISH I 
COULD &0 
FAR AWAy, 
WHERE 
THERE'S 
NO ONE 
AROUND. 


IT 

DOESN'T 
HAVE TO 
BE AN 

AMUSEMENT 

PARK... 















Punpun was 
at a loss 
for words, 
wondering 
about it. 


Just how 
long did 
Aiko mean 
by "forever 
and ever"? 
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IT'S 

EMBARRASSINO- 
SHE DOESN'T 
WANT PEOPLE 
TO KNOW. 


UHH. 


WHAT? 


SHE'S THE 
ONE WHO 
SAID SHE 
LIKED ME, 
SO WHAT DID 
SHE EXPECT 
FROM ME? 


WE DIDN'T DO 
A THINO, AND 
I OOT DUMPED 
IN HALF A DAX 
ANy OTHER 
QUESTIONS? 


OIRLS 

ARE 

SCARy.. 






X MEAN, 
WITH YOU 
&UY6 TOO, 
OF COURSE. 


I'VE H AV 
IT WITH 
GIRLS! 


IT'S JUST /. 

ME ANP V 

THE PWC/ J, 











































YOU HAVE 
BIG BOOBS. 
WHAT CUP 




E 

j 




































































NOT THAT 
I WAS 
UNHAPPY 
WITH MY 
LIFE. 


NO. IN 
FACT, I 
SHOULU 
SAY THAT 
I WAS 
GRATEFUL 































MY FATHER 
PEPICATEP MOST 
OF HIS LIFE TO 
HIS WORK, ANP 
MY MOTHER 
PILIGENTLY 
RAISEP HER 
KIPS. 


MYOLPER 
SISTER 
MARRIEP 
A CIVIL 
SERVANT 
LAST 
MONTH. 


THIS HAPPY 
FAMILY LIFE 
WITH NO 
WORRIES... 

IT'S AS 
FRAGILE AS 
PAPIER-MACHE. 


ILLNESS, 

ACCIPENTS, 

NATURAL 

PIASTERS, 


ONLY GOP 
KNOWS WHEN 
MISFORTUNE 
WILL STRIKE. 


MY PAP 
RET/REP, 
HE SA/P... 


NEVER 

KNOWING WHEN 
YOU'LL GET 
KNOCKEPPOWN 
ANP GRASPING 
PESPERATELY AT 
WHAT LITTLE JOY 
ANP HOPE YOU 
CAN F)NP.... 
CAN THAT REALLY 
BE HAPPINESS? 






















AND. 
























I PONT 
UNPBR- 
STANP! 


I PONT 
UNPBR- 
STANP! 


I'M NOT 
PANCING 
BBCAUSB 
I'M MAP! 


I'M 

CONFBSS/NG 
BBCAUSB 
I WANT 
SOC/BTZ TO 
QUBSTION 
WHAT 

HAPPINBSS 











MfeU 


I've ALSO 
LFFTSOMF 
CASH, FNOUGH 
TO Be WORTH 
YOUR 

COURAGe. I 


SOI 

WANT YOU 
TO FI NO THF 
Bowes an a 
LFAK IT TO 

we MewA. 


IF YOU'Re 
WATCHING 

this v/oeo 
now, ive 

PROBABLY 

ALRBAOY 

KILLBQ 

MYSBLF. 
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a'feji'h. 


...AND THAT'S 
why we WAN T 
everyone to 

HAVE A HAPPY 
ANP HEALTHY 
LIFESTYLE. 


WE'RE UOT 
PEOPLING 
SOME 
STRANOE 
RELIS-IONI. 


ON YOUR 
SHIRT 
IS YOUR 


WHAT? 


IN FACT, 

WE BELIEVE 
THE SUSPICIOUS 
NATURE THAT LEP 
YOU TO SUCH A 
CONCLUSION IS 
PROOF OF YOUR 
POOR HEALTH. 






















A CASZ OF 
TEN BOTTLES 
IS $32 PER 
BOTTLE, 
MUCH 
CHEAPER/ 


P0CT0R 

HAS 

PILIOBNTLY ' 
IMBUBP 

EVERY BOTTLE 
WITH 
POWER... 


PROPUCT 
IS REALLY, 
REALLY 


POWER 
POES THE 
POCTOR 
HAVE?/ 

















He remembered his 
father's words, 
"Curry has to be mild. 

And if you grate in 
some apple, it makes 
it even milder and 
irresistible for someone 
like me who prefers a 
subtle flavor." 













home for 
more than 
a month. 


Punpun 
worried 
that his 
father 
would miss 
the Japan 
Baseball 
Series. 


Uncle Yuichi 
said he 
had been 
'transferred 
away for 


Punpun 
felt a 
rush of 
loneliness. 

















That's the 
chant Uncle 
Yuichi had 
taught him. 


"Will Dad 
be home 
in time for 
the Japan 
Series?" 


Howdy, 
Punpun! Did 
you want 
something? 
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IT'S PINS 
WITH MS IP 
YOU BELIEVE 
yOUR OOP 
WILL SAVE 

you/ 


BUT I'M 

savino you 

SHOULPN'T 
SHOVE yOUR 
BELIEPS ON 
OTHER 
PEOPLE/ 


you'RE 

SO 

ANXIOUS 

ANP 

WOUNP 

UP. 


J-JUST 
COMPARE IT 
TO WATER 
PROM youR 
PAUCET... 


YOU'RE 

LONELy, 

AREN'T 











THE WORLD 
OVERFLOWS 
WITH SADNESS 
BECAUSE OF 
PEOPLE LIKE 

you. 


EVERY 

THREE 

SECONDS, 

A CHILD 
DIES FROM 
HUNOER 
SOMEWHERE 
IN THE 
WORLD. 


YEAH, 

YOU'RE 

RIOHT/ 


AND THE 1 
ENVIRONMENT 
IS NEARLV 
DESTROyED... 


ISN'T 
THAT HOW 
HUMAN 
NATURE 
WORKS?/ 


I'M JUST A 
PISOUSTINO 
1 MACHINE THAT 1 
CONTINUOUSLY 
PROPUCES 
OARBAOE ANP 
SHIT/ 

























m ^ 

\mmm } 

\mmm 

v\i 

I —Mi 
1—MMfl 


That was 
the chant 
Uncle Yuichi 
had taught 
Punpun 
three years 
ago. 
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In a drastically 
uncharacteristic 
manner, Punpun 
dashed after her. 













As he ran, 
he forgot 
why he was 
running, but 
he kept at it 
with all his 
might. 
























DIFFERENT 
DIRECTION 
THAN THE 
TIME we 
WALKED HOME 
. TOGETHER. 









SAY 

som~ 

THIN6. 


I SAW, SAY 
SOMETHIN^/ 



























Punpun 
proudly 
declared, 
"I'll win the 
Nobel Prize. 
Then we can 
go and live 
on Planet 
Punpun!" 
























































































.Punpun 

asked 

Aiko. 


"Where is 
Kagoshima 
anyway?" 















































ENOUGH SAVEP 
UP SO I PON'T 
HAVE TO WORK 
LIKE /A 














































K4MEH/WEH4 
TECHNIQUE yOU 
SHOWER ME 
RIRN'T WORK. 


+ > 














mm 



ARB YOU 
GONNA ST OP 
TALKING NON- 
SENSE? 


YOURSELF 

TOGETHER. 


BY THE 
my, CAN 
YOU LOAN 
ME SOME 
MONEY? 


KNOWN 
YOU SINCE 
KINPER- 
GARTBN... 


I'M 

HAVINO 
A ROUOH 
TIME 
RIOHT 




if \ 

ra , cg5i 

// 

hr 

CAN 00 

wkj 


JYTHINO/ 















BELIEVE 
EVERyTHINO 
PEOPLE 
TELL YOU! 


PUNIPUN 


HARUMIN, 
PUNPUN 15 











WEIRP 6UY 
mo CUT IN 
ANP TALKEP 
ABOUT 
THE MISO 
FACTORY! 


THAT'S 1 
RIOHT... 

HE SAIP 
THERE'S CASH 
THERE EOUAL 
TO OUR 
COURAOE... 


KOMATSU. 


IP... 
WHAT IP 
THERE'S, LIKE, 
A MILLION 
BUCKS? WHAT 

woulp you 
Buy WITH IT? 


















YOU SAIV IT 

me just 
A 


At that 
moment, a 
lightbulb 
went off in 
Punpun's 
head. 

































Because if 
they found 
money at 
the factory... 








WE'RE JUST 
VO\H& A PARE/ 
WE'RE GOHUA 
CHALLENGE 
EACH OTHER/ 











&0 INC- TO 
THE 

TA NABATA 
FESTIVAL/ 


I'LL &0 
WATCH THE 
DARE. 
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Punpun 

realized 

something 

awful. 


c 

h 

a 

P 

t 

e 

r 

13 

ft 


"I really 
need to 
pee!!" 





























ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 


HUH, 

SORRY. 


SOME TIMES 
THE LOCAL 
PUNKS COME 
HERE TO HAVE 
SEX, WHICH 
TOTALLY PISSES 
, ME O??. 


WH AAT?! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU ALL 
SCARE? OF? 
XT'S OKAY! 


THE SIGN 
SAYS "NO 
TRESPASSING/ 
BUT IVE 
NEVER SEEN 
ANYONE, 
YOU KNOW, 

\ OFFICIAL. 


ARE YOU 
DOING 
HERE...? 


























But he 
looked for 
the bodies 
and money 
with 

everyone 

else. 


To be 
honest, 
Punpun 
really 
wanted 
to go 
home. 


























































I 


WONPER 
IF IT WAS 
A HOAX, 
AFTER ALL? 




pWgRM|| 

iiaH i 

■r US fcsii 



My«| 

^yHIH 

Hp 

L y^sf 
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IT OVER 



















pill 


I iii it 






















f S-SEKI, I 
' 00 YOU ] 

THINK IT 
MANIPESTEP? 
THE 

OWNER'S... 



































THERE'S 

NOTHING 


MAYBE IT'S 
TIME TO 
&WB UP? 


YOU CAN 
(JET ON THE 
ROOF FROM 
OUT HERE. 

















moA, 
moA, 
WH OA! 


mAT 
ARB YOU 
V0IN6, 
SBKI? 
YOU'LL. 
START 
A FIRE. 



















































































































































The man 
approached so 
very slowly that 
Punpun couldn't 
tell how much 
time passed. 


But he had 
a feeling that 
the man was 
trying to tell him 
something. 



























THERE'S 
A FIRE/ 













ASKING, 

IS THERE 
A MEDIUM IN 
THIS NEIGH¬ 
BORHOOD? 




























But the 
man's 
hoarse 
whisper.. 


He 

heard 
that very 
clearly. 


And the 

Punpun had 

thought that 

no clue what 

he might die 

was going 

there made 

on. 

his mind go 
completely 


blank. 



IP! 



















Punpun 

was... 















,../N A FEW HEy, 

yEARB WE'LL RUN P/P yOU 










(•-vV / PON ' T 

/ WORRY, 

/ ILL F,NP 
\ ANOTHER 

Y JOB 

I BUT WE BOON. 
EHOULP UBE 
TH/B OPPOR- , 

TUN/TY FOR ^ 

THE THREE OF T '~f7 
UB TO GET TO W 
KNOW EACH /4 . 

\ OTHER [\A 

\ BETTER! . J/ 


PONT BAy 
TH/NOB 
L/KE THAT 

when you 

REEK OF 
ALCOHOL! 


I I NEVER 
BHOULPVE 
HAP A K/P! 
IBHOULP 
HAVE L/YEP 
My LIFE 
FORME! \ 




























KNOW you 
SHOULDN'T 
COME TH/S 
FAR By 
yOURSELF! 


youR X 

MOM ANO \ 
PAP ARE 
PESPERATELy 
LOOK/NG FOR 
yOU R/GHT 


HE 

WON'T 

STOP 

CRy/NG, 

GEEZ. 


yES, yES. ' 
I KNOW 
you WERE 
LONELy ANP 
WORR/EP 

all ay 

\ yOURSELF. 



if you \ 

GET 

LONELy 

you oust 

CHANT TH/S 
SHE/./. / 







mm 


Looking 
unusually 
serious, 
God spoke 
to Punpun. 









If, no matter 
how much 
people need 
each other 
and hurt each 
other, there’s 
still no such 
thing as perfect 
understanding, 
then what 
on earth can 
you believe in? 
Just kidding— 
lighten up! 


Punpun, 
here’s 
what God 
thinks. 


Humans, 
as long as 
they live, 
have an 
emptiness 
inside them 
that can 
never be 
filled. 


...let’s 

stay 

friends 


Well, 

Punpun 
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HADN'T 
STARTUP 
RAINING, IT 
MIOHTVE 


JUST LIKE 
THE POOP 
SOD SAID, I 
TRIED TO DO 
THE RIOHT 


STARTED 

POURINO/ 


















In spite of 
everything, 
he wouldn't 
be able to 
deliver on his 
promise to 
Aiko. 


The thought 
almost made 
him cry. 


Even 

Punpun could 
understand 
the situation. 
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But Aiko's 
hand was 
soft and 
warm... 


Punpun 
held 
tight to 
it. 


■ :• ' 


"The sky is 
so full of stars 
it's about to 
overflow. I hope 
I get to see it 
again someday." 


For some 
reason, that 
thought 
settled in 
Punpun's 
mind. 

















BASE? ON HIS 
STATEMENT, THE 
BOWES OF A MAN 
AND TWO WOMEN 
WERE FOUND IN 
AN ABANDONED 
M/SO FACTORY. 

THEY ARE 
BELIEVED TO 
HAVE BEEN DEAD 
FOR SEVERAL 











THERE'S 
ABSOLUTELY 
NO SMOKINO 
OUTSIPE 
PESIONATEP 
SMOKINO 
AREAS/ . 


r YOU 
CAN'T 
COME OUT 
HERE BY 
YOURSELF/ 


I'M NOT 
BOTHERING 
ANYONE. 


WELL, 
TO BE 
HONEST 


...X LIKE 
THE VIEW 
FROM HERE 
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But he knew that 
no matter how 
confused he was, 
it wouldn't solve 
anything, and he 
was even a little 
angry that 
he couldn't be 
anything but 
confused. 







"If I don't do 
something... 
















' THIS IS 
HAPPENING 
EARLIER THAN 
EXPECTED, 
BUT HARUMI'S 
PARENTS 
HAVE 
DECIDED... 


...THAT HE'LL 
TRANSFER 
SCHOOLS 
NOW, RATHER 
THAN AT THE 
START OF 
NEXT TERM. 






























VR COM 
VROOM 
VROOOOM! 


WHAT VO 
YOU SAY AT 
A TIME LIKE 
THIS...? 


I'M 

NOT 

REALLy 
















For some 
reason, 
Punpun 
felt very 
lonely. 


"Kagoshima 
is far away, 
and there's 
no way we 
can get there. 
We're just 


breaking a 
promise? 












"...NEXT 

T/ME, 

I'LL 

KILL 

you." 


"if you 
BETRAy 
ME AGAIN... 
































































...just 
Aiko and 
him. 


...was really 
scared of 
going to 
Kagoshima... 


Punpun... 














Aiko Probably... 

was also 
probably... 


...really, 

really 

scared. 


..."if Aiko 
gets scared 
and doesn't 
come to the 
meeting 
spot..." 


"How 

great would 
it be," 
Punpun 
thought... 









happening. 


If that 
was true, 
how selfish 
could she 
be?! 


Maybe Aiko 
was home 
right now, 
shivering 
and eating 
choco pies. 


that's why 
I'M ALWAYS 
INI PE SPA IR/ 


The 

thought 
of saying 
that to her 
the next 
time they 
met lifted 
Punpun's 
spirits. 


"Weeell, 
you're just 
a coward, 
Aiko... 
Nyah 
nyahl" 
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6AY 

SOME¬ 

THIN^/ 























He 

thought 
he would 
go crazy. 


...was 

agonizing 

for 

Punpun. 


Thinking 
about 
what Aiko 
might be 
thinking... 




















PUNPUN'S 
BEEN IN A 
MOOD 
LATELY... 


WONDER 
IP HE'S 
OKA/. 
SCHOOL 
STARTS 
TOMORROW, 
RIOHT? j 


I'M SO 
PROUD OP 

you/ you 

WANT TO 
HELP WITH 
THE RENT? 


... WATCHINO 

you ouys makes 

ME WANT TO 
OET My SHIT 
TOGETHER... 
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On the 
first day 
of the new 
term, Aiko 
came to 
school as 
usual. 











PUNPUN/ 





































felt that 
she should 
just get it 
over with. 
















IP YOU 
WANT 
SOME¬ 
THING 







"I don't 
want to 
die... 


"I'm 

sorry.. 






...he was 
completely, 
utterly 
alone. 


...no 
matter 
how 
much he 
cried... 


But... 













































































I'M SURE 
THEy'RE FROM 
SOMEWHERE 

far, far Amy 

AT THE ENP OP 
THE UNIVERSE. 


OIRLS ARE 
ALWAYS 
LIKE THAT. 


Go, LET'S Got 

^ l-ErsGoU 

dili2fS®M 


' EVERy 
TIME I 
LOOK AT 
THE STARS, 
I THINK... 


SPEAKING 
OF, ARE you 
USINO THE 
TELESCOPE? 


IF THERE'S 
A FATEP SOMEONE 
OUT THERE IN 
THOSE MILLIONS OF 
STARS, IS IT 
POSSIBLE TO 
EVER MEET...?" / 























you KNOW, 
LATELY YOUR 
DAD SPENDS 
All HIS TIME 
THINKINO 
ABOUT THE 
UNIVERSE. 


iHipifr 


BACK THEN > 
I IMAGINED 
THAT By NOW TV 
BE LIVING A RICH 
AND REWARDING 
LIFE SOMEWHERE 
ON A FARAWAy , 
PLANET. A 


USED TO 
BE INTO 
SCI-FI WHEN 
I WAS 
yOUNOER. 


BUT NOW I 
THINK THE 
FUTURE IS 
SURPRISING 


...a little Punpun's 

more dad 

down than seemed... 

usual. 
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...it had 
become 
autumn 
without 
him 

noticing. 


And 

Punpun 

realized 

that... 


...Dad 
was warm, 
and it felt 
good to 
hug him. 










Gt T 
GOING! 


IP SHE 
POUNP OUT I 
WAS WAITING 

for you 

AFTER SCHOOL, 
WE'P HAVE 
ANOTHER 
ARGUMENT' 
HA HA HA HA! 
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WHERE'S 

PUNPUN? 


WONDER 
IF HE 
WENT 
HOME? 


Chapter 































Punpun thought 
about how no one 
could possibly 
understand what he 
was going through, 
and it felt like his 
heart was being 
squeezed. 


Always getting 
treated like a 
little kid... 


He 

was sick 
of it! 















He 

decided 
he would 
become a 
grown-up, 
starting 
today. 



















The world 
stretched 
far beyond 
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like the 
world after 
humanity 
had been 
destroyed. 















Today, 
Punpun 
felt very 
much 
alone. 


...he'd 
have been 
better off 
being alone 
from the 
start. 
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THE 

LAST TIME 
X WAS HERE, 
I THINK IT 
WAS A 

RAMEN SHOP. 


WONPER 
WHEN THAT 

ms...? 


XT'S WHEN 
My sister ms 
IN THE MIPPLE 
OF HER PIVORCE 
ANP THINGS 
WERE PRETTy 
CHAOTIC, SO A 
LITTLE OVER 
TWO yEARS 
V A&O. j 

















LAWSUIT 

cotm&i 






















well, we'll 

TALK TO THE 
COACH ABOUT 
IMPROVING THE 
OLD TRADITIONS 
THIS YEAR. 


CAN WE 
GET INTO 
THE OYM 
AND HAVE A 
MATCH? 


BORED OF 
PRACTICE 
SWINGS... 


you 

Guys 


BUT THAT 
SAID, THE 
BASICS ARE 
IMPORTANT. 
SO FOR NOW, 
JUST DO 
PRACTICE 
. SWINGS. 


V ...IF WE'D 
SAID THAT TO 
UPPERCLASSMEN 
WHEN WE WERE 
FIRST-yEARS, 
WE'D HAVE 
OOTTEN THE 
CRAPKICKED , 
OUT OF US. / 


BUT 

KOMATSU 

IS 

PRACTICING 
WITH THE 
OLDER 


H-HEEEy, 
KOMATSU IS 
DIFFERENT, 

OKAy? . 


THAT'S 


TRy 
BEING 
ON THE 
RECEIVING 
END OF HIS 
SMASHES/ 
HE'S 

SERIOUSLy 
A DEMON. 








But... 




Punpun had joined 
the badminton club 
because Komatsu 
had said, "It looks 
like it'll be fun." 


...without 
seeming 
to try... 


...Komatsu 

improved... 


...but he ...and 

decided Punpun 

to act found it 

like it hard to 

didn't take... 

matter. 






okaaaay, 

WE'RE POME 
FOR TODAY! 


YBARS, 

START 

CLBANINO 















"It's 

Aiko!! 
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